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Executive Summary:  

APWA (All Pakistan’s Woman Association) is an institute working in Pakistan since 

1949, towards female empowerment, social development and contributing towards 

increasing the female work force of the country.. APWA holds consultative status 

with the government of Pakistan, while also maintaining a strong relationship with 

specialized agencies of the UN such as UNICEF and UNFPA; it is also associated 

with ECOSOC (Economic and Social Council) and maintains links with a number 

of international donor agencies which includes UN Women, ILO, CEDAW and 

JICA. APWA is also affiliated in its capacity as an NGO with the International 

Alliance of Women, International Council of Women, General Federation of 

Womenôs Club and Associated Country Women of the World. 

APWA in collaboration with Umeed Jawan, has organized a National Conference on 

“Role of Women for promoting peace & Harmony for a better Pakistan “with a aim to 

provide a platform for women, their facilities, policy makers, and other key stake 

holders to come together to celebrate and highlight the contributions of women in 

observance of the International Women’s Day -2015.The main objectives of the 

conference are:  

Main Objectives of the Conference:  

1. To celebrate International Women’s day and to highlight the importance of the 

role of women in peace and development. 

2. To make key stakeholders aware of the need to support women and endorse a 

resolution regarding woman’s rights and role in peace and development to be 

taken forward to the policy-makers 

3. To sensitize key stakeholders and the community regarding the contributions 

of women in promoting peace and harmony 

 

The successful event held on March 19
th

, 2015 from 9:30 am till 3 pm at Kohinoor 

Hall, PC Lahore where 527 people participated. The design of the activity holds a 

greater influence & attention for all the stake holders.  

 

 

 

 



    
 
 

Detailed Description of Program, Activities & Methodology:  

Activity: ñNational Conference on Role of 

Women for promoting peace & Harmony 

for a better Pakistan” 

Venue: Kohinoor Hall, PC Hotel, Lahore  

Date: March 19
th

, 2015  

Participants:  

The conference had a mixed participant profile with participation from policy makers, 

parliamentarians, public & private sector organizations, university professionals, 

teachers, media, development sector professionals, civil society & faith organizations, 

religious leaders, humanitarians, human rights activists, NGOs and students.  

Speakers/Panelists: They included Mr. Tahir Khalil Sindhu, Ms. Mehar Afroz, Ms. 

Ruhi Syed, Mr.Ansar Burney, Ms. Shaista Parvez Malik, Ms Sabiha Mansoor, Ms 

Shaheena Kauser Dar, Mr. S.M Naseer, Ms. Farah Naz, Ms. Shehzadi Gulfaam, Ms. 

Ayehsa Javeri, Mr. Abdul Saboor, Maulana Abdul Khabeer Azad, Padri Shahid 

Mehraj and Subedaar Aurangzeb.The technical moderator of this conference was Dr 

Shabana Haider and Master of Ceremony Ms. Hiba Khalid. The Project Head of this 

event was Ms.Dur e shawar. 

Methodology: 

The conference was designed & conducted in a way, which ensured involvement and 

sensitization of all the participants through different means so that the benefits of the 

session could be maximized. It comprised of the speaker session with all speakers 

highlighting the role of women in peace and harmony. Other activities included 

songs, poetry, and candle light vigil for lost souls, documentary highlighting women 

empowerment, passing and signing of the resolution developed by APWA, 

appreciation ceremony, a theatre and dance performance on the same theme. 



    
 
Conference Kit: 

The conference kit was given to all the participants. It comprised of a booklet 

containing all prevailing laws related to women and a copy of the Resolution. It also 

contained a scarf with a message written on it “end violence against women, together 

for peace”. 

Proceedings of the conference: 

The conference commenced with the recitation of the Holy Quran by Ms Tahira 

Malik. The master of ceremony, Ms Hiba Khalid welcomed the participants and 

gave a brief about the objectives and 

scope of the conference. She then invited 

the guest speakers to take up their seats 

on the stage. It was then followed by a 

formal welcome address by the President 

National APWA, Ms. Mehr Afroze.Ms 

Afroze. She welcomed the participants on 

behalf of APWA to the National 

Conference. She gave a brief overview 

about the role of APWA both nationally 

and internationally for working towards 

upliftment of women and fighting for 

their rights since its inception in 1942. 

She apprised the audience that APWA was represented in the UN on consultative 

standards as well as other committees working on women issues. She stated that 

APWA was working towards achieving Millenium Development Goals (MDGs) and 

rights of women and children. She applauded the work done in this regard by the 

APWA founder and first muslim woman to win the human rights award, Begum 

Liaqat Ali Khan.She emphasised that peace was a dream and was much needed in 

Pakistan which was rooted in poverty, ignorance, spiritual starvation, un-employment 

and terrorism. She said to endeavour for those people who could make a difference in 

promoting peace and harmony especially inclusion of the younger generation which 

Ȱ!07! ÉÓ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌÌÙ ÁÎÄ 

internationally towards upliftment of 

women and fighting for their rights 

since its inception in 1942. APWA is 

represented in the UN on consultative 

standards as well as other committees 

×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÏÎ ×ÏÍÅÎ ÉÓÓÕÅÓȱ 

Ms. Mehar Afroze 

 



    
 
was the future of Pakistan.She told the audience what was needed was to stand 

together as one nation- all men, women and children together for peace building, 

share responsibilities and nurture an environment of peace and harmony. She thanked 

the efforts of APWA Punjab team for putting up a wonderful conference on a much-

needed topic especially in context of Pakistan. 

Dr Shabana introduced the purpose of the conference and talked about the importance 

of peace and harmony. She highlighted that peace as an essential ingredient towards 

sustainable development. She then introduced the next guest speaker, Mr Ansaar 

Burney who is a Human Rights activist, had been an advisor to the UN on human 

rights and also served as a former Minister on Human Rights. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Ansaar Burney told the audience that 

while he was coming to Lahore he was 

thinking about the topic peace which he felt was just restricted to only words today. 

But after coming to the conference with more than 400 people he said he was hopeful. 

He stated that peace would be established when the mothers educate their children 

about it because a mothers lap was the first nursery for the child. He highlighted the 

important role of woman in today’s world and asked everyone to support women for 

maintaining peace and harmony. He also told the audience that many factors and 

forces were behind Pakistan to destablise it and not let peace prevail and especially 

divide the country on basis of religion, sect, politics etc. He asked the audience to 

fight such forces just like brave soldiers. He said people who killed innocent people 

did not belong to any religion. He emphasised the fact that all his efforts in his 32 

years of service were to tell the world that Pakistan was a peaceful Nation and it 

ȰWhile i was coming to Lahore I was 

thinking about the topic peace which i 

felt was just restricted to only words 

today. But after coming to the 

conference with more than 400 people I 

am hopeful. Peace will be established 

whe n mothers educate their children 

about it because a motherõs lap is the 

first nursery for the child ȱ 
Ȱ!.3!!2 "52%.9  

 



    
 
didn’t believe in boundaries, any religion being superior but it believed in the 

language of peace, love and harmony. He cited the case of Somalia where he could 

have saved just Pakistanis, but he wanted to save all other lives inspite of they 

belonging to enemy countries. He said in his speech that every drop of blood was for 

Pakistan and everyone should be proud of being a Pakistani and work towards making 

Pakistan peaceful and prosperous. He told the audience that Karachi was burning and 

it was everyones duty to fight terrorism in Pakistan and pressurize the government to 

arrest those people who disrupt peace wherever they are, whatsoever political party 

they belong to. He said that 41 prisoners had been changed in Karachi jails and if the 

jails in whole country were assessed the number would be very high. He thanked 

APWA for organising the Conference in a very beautiful manner, with a reminder to 

the world that Pakistanis are for Peace. 

The next guest speaker was Ms. Sheena Kauser Dar, Deputy Speaker AJK 

Assesmbly. She thanked APWA for inviting her to the conference and letting AJK be 

a part of the peace process. She apprised the audience that she was speaking on behalf 

of women in AJK and also Kashmiri women across the LOC. She highlighted the 

plight of Kashmiri women in India where more than 50,000 people had been killed, 

more than 22,000 women raped, where there were countless half widows and children 

were waiting for their fathers to return. She was of the opinion that killings of 

Mohatarma Benazir Bhutto, Mr Salman Taseer, Shehbaz Bhatti, tragic incidents of 

APS Peshawar and 

Youhanabad made her feel 

sad and bow her head in shame and also led a blow to the kashmir issue at the 

International arena were Pakistan was pitched in as a terrorist country by other 

countries. She said lack of peace was an outcome and that issues like lack of access to 

 

άKillings of Mohatarma Benazir Bhutto, Mr Salman Taseer, 

Shehbaz Bhatti, tragic incidents of APS Peshawar and 

Youhanabad make me feel sad and bow my head in shame 

and also put a blow to the Kashmir issue at the International 

arena were Pakistan is pitched as a terrorist country by other 

countriesέ 

 

                              Ms. Shaheena Kauser Dar 



    
 
justice, un- employment, illiteracy and poverty had to be addressed first, to let peace 

prevail in the country. She highlighted that health and education indicators of AJK 

were considerably better than other provinces in Pakistan and also apprised the 

audience about the various efforts by the AJK government for women like the 

Women Commission, Women Education up gradation and other woman related 

legislations to equip women to perform better.  

Her speech was followed by the speech of Professor Dr. Sabiha Masoor, Vice 

Chancellor of Lahore College of Women University in Lahore. Dr. Sabiha in her 

speech said that she very elated 

seeing her 200 students and she told 

them that the conference would be a 

great learning curve for them. She 

told the audience that the MOU 

shall be signed between APWA and 

LCWU to work together for woman 

empowerment and peace. She 

apprised the audience about 

the role of university 

education in promoting 

women for peace and 

harmony.  

She stated that when she 

took charge of the university 

her first task was to develop the vision of the university. She came up with a vision 

2020 with support of other stakeholders, whose first pillar was about quality 

education, second pillar about woman empowerment more so economic 

empowerment and the third pillar on active citizenship. She explained the active 

citizenship program that was mandatory for all her students. She was of the opinion 

that the students had to be taught ethics, morals, peace education and their vision 

enhanced from the current tunneled vision to let the society and nation become 

 

Ȱ) ÈÁÖÅ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÅÄ vision 2020 with support of other 

stakeholders, whose first pillar is quality education, 

second pillar is woman empowerment more so 

economic empowerment and the third pil lar is 

active citizenship ȱȢ 

Ms. Sabiha Mansoor 



    
 
peaceful. She said her role as an educationist was to look into the fact that what kinds 

of citizens were produced, which could then only add to the peace process. She 

thanked APWA for their efforts and said that APWA had been a family to her all 

along the way she grew up and that it was an organization that did not only talk but 

they walked the talk for women development. 

After the speech, Ms. Neelima Durrani presented a poem written on the topic of a 

“woman”. Ms. Durrani is the first SSP of Pakistan and a columnist, writer and 

poetess. In her poem she beautifully highlighted the plight of women in Pakistan. 

The poem was followed by a speech by Ms. Shehzaadi Gulfaam, DSP Lahore and 

the winner of first international UN woman peacekeeper award. She started her 

speech by Quaide Azam’s quote that no nation could progress if its women do not 

work shoulder to shoulder and hand in hand with men. She highlighted that woman 

empowerment was the mantra for today… for progress at all levels and areas in 

Pakistan. 

She said that woman empowerment is needed to boost the confidence of women, to 

give women exposure and change their approach and way of thinking. She was of the 

view that woman are not inferior by any 

means and that slowly woman were coming 

in all fields and excelling which was very 

positive. She asked the audience to support 

all women, in all their roles for letting 

Pakistan progress.  

The speech was followed by a 

beautiful candle light vigil 

ceremony. All the guest 

speakers were asked to light candles that were placed on a beautifully decorated table, 

full of flower arrangement that was prepared by LCWU. The minister for Human 

Rights and Minorities lit the candle first, followed by other guest speakers and few 

people from the audience. The main purpose of the candle light vigil ceremony was to 

ȰCandle Light Vigil Ceremony for all those who 
were killed in terrorist activities during the past 
last year. Minister for Human Rights and Minorities 
ÌÉÇÈÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÎÄÌÅ ×ÉÔÈ -Ò !ÎÓÁÒ "ÕÒÎÅÙȱ 



    
 
honor the people killed in the APS Peshawar attack and lives lost in the Youhanabad 

incident in Lahore apart from all other lives lost in various terrorist activities. It was 

to salute all those men, women and children for their strength to bear the losses of 

their family members. By lighting the candles there was a message to drive away all 

shadows and help shine a message of peace and hope beyond today. It was a 

ceremony aimed to resolve for promoting peace and harmony in the country by each 

citizen being an instrument of peace. 

There was a song performance on the theme of women being in roles of a mother, 

daughter and sister by students of LCWU;Ms. Irza Khalid, Ms. Amna Sajjad and 

Ms. Saba Sadiq. 

After the song performance, all the participants rose to honor the next speaker, Mr. 

Subedaar Aurangzeb whose one son was martyred and two sons injured, in the APS 

attack in Peshawar. With teary eyes the participants honored him by standing up and 

gave him a big round of applause. To begin with he showed his martyred son’s 

photograph and talked about the incident when he first saw his son that day. He said 

that inspite of what happened to his sons his 

resolve to fight against terrorists would not 

fade away. He told the audience that one of his injured sons had been operated five 

times and that inspite of terrorists attacking now and then and robbing people of their 

children, they could not rob their high spirits against the war against terrorism. He 

said that his son would be respected in this world and the world to come for sure. 

He also was unhappy on the efforts of the Punjab Government for not comforting him 

in difficult times. He applauded the efforts of the COAS, General Raheel Sharief in 

his resolve to fight against terrorism and give Pakistanis a better nation. He concluded 

by saying that he would be happy to lay down his life for Pakistan like his son. 

Father of child killed in APS attack, 
Peshawar 

           Subedaar Aurangzeb 



    
 
After this teary and heart wrenching speech, Mr Tahir Khalil Sindhu, Minister of 

Human Rights and Minorities addressed the audience. He was of the opinion that 

when justice would prevail, peace would prevail automatically. He apprised the 

audience about the efforts of the Punjab Government related to women rights. He said 

the government had legislated for early marriage, property rights, acid throwing and 

Article 160. He applauded the role of women parliamentarians who played an active 

role in bringing women issues to the parliamnet floor and actively legislating for it. 

He said out of the 20 questions raised on the parliament floor, female 

parliamentarians, who showed their keen interest to work for women and women 

issues, put up 13 questions. He ended by saying that Pakistan could not progress until 

the women are mainstreamed in all sectors and given important decision making roles 

as they make up more than half of the population 

of Pakistan. 

The speech was followed by a 5- minute 

documentary session produced by APWA. It 

highlighted the role of women as ambassadors of 

peace. It also laid emphasis on woman 

empowerment and highlighted the role of women 

n important sectors like army, navy, education, 

health, media, politics etc.  

The documentary session was followed by a 

powerful speech by Ms. Shaista Parvez 

Malik, MNA (PML-N) and Chairperson of 

SCWEC (SAARC Women Entrepreneur 

Council). She started by saying that she was 

never ashamed of being a woman or a Pakistani. She was of the opinion that women 

all over the country, working or at home go through many things daily in their lives, 

yet they rise each day for their children, for their families and for their country. She 

was of the view no woman in any part of the world is as brave as a Pakistani woman 

because she is the one who inspite of receiving dead bodies of her children, still sends 

 

Ȱ) ÁÍ ÎÏÔ ÁÓÈÁÍÅÄ ÏÆ ÂÅÉÎÇ Á 
woman and a Pakistani. 
Education, Education and 
Education is the answer to all 
ÓÏÃÉÅÔÁÌ ÅÖÉÌÓȱ  

Ms. Shaista Parvez Malik 

 



    
 
her kids to school.  It is not that women are weak inherently but the circumstances 

make her weak she said. She cited the plight of women in Kashmir who are going 

through difficult times. She said in Pakistan there was a bigger tragedy every day 

because of which they were looked down upon by the outside world. She told the 

audience that just because of a handful of bad people the name of the country was at 

stake. She said according to her the best strategy and answer to address all evils that 

currently prevail in the society was Education, Education and only Education. She 

told the audience that Pakistan was a peaceful country and that a woman as a human 

being was all love and peace. She apprised the audience that the need of the hour was 

to educate the children about right and wrong and teach them what Islam is all about 

in the real sense- a religion that propagated 

peace and love. 

She said that no religion taught hatred. 

Respect every religion was what Islam 

taught. She asked the audience to support 

women in leadership roles for the progress 

of the country and that the fires of hatred 

and divide need to be blowed out for a peaceful Pakistan.   

After this speech, Mr S.M Naseer, President FPCCI, Chairman UBG and Director 

Din group of Industries took the floor. He thanked APWA for inviting him to the 

conference. He said the students especially female students had to rise and work for 

the cause of establishing peace in Pakistan.He paid tribute to the APS Peshawar and 

Yohanabad tragedy victims and the martyrs of the armed forces in Zarb-E-azab. He 

said that role of women had been on the high pedestal always since times when Islam 

was spreading. He was of the view that the first learning centre of a child was the 

mothers lap and that needs to be the place where he should be educated to become a 

kind, loving and peaceful citizen. He highlighted the fact that Islam was a religion of 

peace and stated that if one person was murdered it was murdering of all mankind 

according to Islamic teachings. He said that all of the people should work hand in 

glove with the government to make Pakistan peaceful and prosperous. He told the 



    
 
audience that although Pakistan was a nuclear power but was required today was that 

Pakistan should be an economic power and for becoming an economic power, 

Pakistan had to invest in peace. He also endorsed the statement that working and 

priorizting health and education in our policies would lead us to better societal gains. 

He was of the view that justice should prevail at all costs and at all times to wipe 

away all evils of the society. He suggested the audience to make a think tank of 

powerful women who can engage with the 

Government and all other relevant 

stakeholders for inclusion of women in all 

their policies and working for a peaceful 

and progressive Pakistan.He also 

highlighted the charity work that his 

organisation was doing and extended his 

full support to students for their 

educational needs. 

The next speaker was Mr Abdul Saboor, 

Program Director Umeed Jawan. He 

thanked APWA for holding the National 

Conference on peace and harmony, which was very much needed in Pakistan. He said 

that every year women’s day was celebrated with the resolve to take stock of what 

achievements had been there in the past year. But when they took stock there was 

nothing but a sense of loss, a sense of underachievement in all spheres. He apprised 

the audience of the fact that in Pakistan every incident was bigger than the previous 

one and that these were symptoms of a failing society. What was needed was to 

inculcate peace education and encourage peace behaviors from childhood. He told the 

audience unfortunately that people were raised to that narrative that muslims were 

superior to all others. The need of the hour was to change this narrative and push 

away negative thinking and negative forces that divided regions, religions and people. 

He said that all the stakeholders should campaign for UN resolution 1325 and create 

awareness regarding role of women because without them no achievements can be 

gained. He suggested raising awareness regarding inclusion of women in all important 

Ȱ,ÅÔ ÕÓ ÁÌÌ ÐÌÅÄÇÅ ÔÏ ×ÏÒË ÆÏÒ ÐÅÁÃÅ 
starting from our homes and 
faÍÉÌÉÅÓȦȱ 

                  Mr Abdul Saboor  

 



    
 
decision making positions and roles 

especially in conflict resolution. He also 

suggested that representation of women in 

all oversight committees of the National 

Plan of Action should be 50 %. He asked 

everyone to take a pledge to establish 

peace at home first, train and educate their 

kids for peace, which would eventually bring peace in the society and the nation. He 

ended his speech with a quote of famous poet 

Shakir Shujabaadi. 

The next speaker was Ms Farah Naz, senior editor 

of Express Tribune and nominee of international 

peace journalist award. She said in her speech that 

men and women complement each other and are incomplete without each other. 

She was of the view that women suffer when justice is denied to them. She also told 

the audience that peace had to be led by women and their thinking changed at all 

levels. Strong women came from strong fathers and that was what was to be taught 

and practiced she said. She stated that there were good and bad people in every 

society and that peace had to begin and taught at home. She emphasised the fact that 

Islam was a religion of peace and love and it was important for everyone to read the 

Quran and spread its message. She highlighted the role of media in creating peace and 

harmony in the country. She concluded by saying that peace should be contagious in 

Pakistan. 

Ms. Ayesha Javeri, International Advisor on women rights was the next speaker after 

Mr. Saboor.In her brief speech she said the thinking and mindset of the people had to 

be changed, education systems upgraded, secular teaching encouraged and ideologies 

changed for a better Pakistan. She apprised the audience that women had rights since 

Bibi Khadija’s time but the actual part was the implementation of rights in the right 

manner. She told that all women must acknowledge their strengths and influence 

people in their spheres to bring a positive change in the society. 

ȰMen and women 

compliment each other 

and are incomplete 

without each other Ȱ 

Ms. Farah Naaz 



    
 
To know about Islam’s message of peace and inter faith harmony Maulana Abdul 

Khabeer Azaad, Khateeb Badshahi Masjid made the next speech. He stated that the 

rights given to women in Islam are exemplary. He said Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) 

told the ummah that paradise lies under mother’s feet. Our Prophet (PBUH) also put 

and ends to female infanticide in an era when fameles were burried alive. It was 

Rasulullah who said that daughters were the doors to heaven for their fathers. He 

emphasised that Islam was a religion of peace, harmony and love. Islam preached 

teachings of all prophets and gave respect to all other religions. He stated that women 

were the torchbearers of peace and should play their role dutifully and lead Pakistan 

from darkness into light. He reiterated that it 

was the responsibility of all Pakistanis to 

work for the betterment and establishment of 

peace in the country that was formed after a 

lot of sacrifices and that he was hopeful that 

Pakistan would prosper. 

To talk about the teachings of Christian faith, in light of the topic of the conference, 

Padri Shahid Mehraj was the next guest speaker. He started his speech by thanking 

APWA for the kind invitation to the conference and stated that it was very 

unfortunate that no church, no masjid or religious place, educational institution and 

other important places were safe from the terrorists. He said that tragedies like that of 

Peshawar and Youhanabad was an attack to the whole Nation. He stated that through 

change in thinking of people and their approach, peace could be established and for 

that, the role of women was very important and crucial. He asked the audience that 

they all believed in one God but didn’t believe in what was asked by God. The need 

of the hour for establishing peace was to accept and repect each other in each and 

every possible way and not just merely tolerate each other. He asked for working to 

save the country and not a particular government and ended his speeh with a prayer 

for bringing light in lives of all Pakistani people.   



    
 
The last speaker of the session was Ms. Ruhi Sayid, Chairperson APWA Punjab. She 

briefly talked about the role of APWA in upliftment of women in the province and 

working for their issues. She said that Apwa had always been solid in its approach 

and at the same time had always worked to find solutions to redress women issues. 

She talked about issues facing the country like violence, abuse, suspicion and moral 

degradation.  She was of the opinion that grassroot level women were the most 

important segment of Pakistan as 70% came from rural areas.  They were most 

vulnerable because they faced abuse and violence while sitting in their homes or work 

areas. She said that we were facing the challenges of how to make women aware of 

their own presence and productivity, could she bring peace in her home? What line of 

action is required to guarantee peace, freedom from civil, mental, spiritual, 

disturbances arising from a sense of guilt and overpowering emotions cessation of 

conflicts & hostilities to create harmony for the betterment of the Nation? 

She acknowledged that the solution lied in collectively standing against the issue of 

violence against women and creating peace and harmony. Law was in place but was 

there a system for implementation? That needed to be answered. She said that the 

need was to develop awareness raising campaigns within those segments that suffer 

the most. She later presented the Resolution developed by APWA for the audience to 

endorse, which would later be presented to other stakeholders, and implementation 

started on it. The salient features of the Resolution are: 

¶ Pakistan’s Constitutional gender parity principles and commitments should be 

implemented. 

¶ All National, Provincial and District level 

decision making should have at least 50% 

representation of women.  

¶ Women should have 50% representation in 

all National and International Conflict 

Resolution Committees, Peace Negotiation, Humanitarian and Reconstruction 

Processes 

¶ Women should have at least 50% representation in the Local Government 

Elections at all tiers  



    
 
¶ Lucid and earnest measures should be taken to eliminate all forms of 

discrimination against women as pledged under the ratification of 

International covenants like CEDAW etc.  

¶ National Women Peace Network should be developed with membership from 

all provinces which would work for peace and harmony  

¶ Women peace leaders/ Women peace organisations should be strengthened, 

trained, encouraged and provided safety  

¶ All forms of violence and abuse of human rights against women at all societal 

levels should have zero tolerance. All related laws should be implemented in 

true letter and spirit providing 

human and financial support to the 

survivors of gender based violence. 

¶ Quality of data should be improved 

and an unbiased and comprehensive 

analysis on the root causes of 

conflict, the impact of conflict on 

women and their role in conflict 

prevention, resolution and post-

conflict peace- building should be taken up. 

¶ Women at the grass roots level should be brought into the peace process and 

awareness created regarding it 

¶ Special emphasis should be given to women’s physical and mental health in 

conflict areas 

¶ Ensure promotion of gender equality as an explicit goal in the pursuit of 

sustainable peace 

Signing of the Resolution:  

The resolution was endorsed and passed unanimously by all partcipants and 

dignitaries of the conference. It was then followed by signing ceremony of the 

ñResolution Flex” by all participants including the students participating in the 

conference. 

Resolution signing ceremony 
by all participants 

 



    
 

Appreciation Ceremony:  

An appreciation ceremony followed 

the signing of the resolution. Awards 

were given to women and men in 

different fields. Apart from the guest 

speakers of the conference the 

following were awarded:  

¶ Dr. Rana Malik, Professor Gender studies Punjab University 

¶ Ms. Ammara Bashir, HR Head Coke 

¶ Ms. Saman Yazdaani, Health Professional 

¶ Ms. Lubna Zaheer, PTV 

¶ Dr. Shabana Haider, 

Development sector specialist 

and Secretary SCWEC 

¶ Mr. Sarfaraz Zaheer, Kissan 

Board 

¶ Ms. Mufti, APWA 

¶ Ms. Durehshawar, APWA 

¶ Mr. Shahid Askari, Media 

¶ Dr. Ahsan Mehmood, Editor 

¶ Ms. Seemi 

Theatre & Dance Performance:   

The conference ended by a theatre performance “Roshini ka Safar” by students of 

APWA college 

highlighting woman 

empowerment as a 

necessary recipe for 

sustainable progress and 



    
 
development. Students of APWA also held a dance performance.  

Vote Of Thanks:  

 Dur e Shawar Program Head of the event thanked everyone for his or her 

participation and the conference came to an end. A sumptuous lunch and a group 

photo then followed it. 

Success Stories/Outputs/Outcomes/Impact: 

¶ Participation and awareness raising of more than 400 people 

¶ Presence of stakeholders from various fields 

¶ Signing of Resolution developed by APWA highlighting role of women in 

peace and harmony 

¶ MOU signed between APWA and LCWU for taking this cause forward 

¶ Candle light vigil to commemorate lost lives 

¶ Peace pledge by all participants 

¶ Announcement of development of a National Peace Network led by women 

(Advocacy network details attached).( Annex-A)  

Methods used to monitor activities: 

Various M&E tools to monitor activities of the conference are as follows: 

Pre-Conference: 

Ten preparatory meetings were held to discuss the design, shortlist the speakers and 

invitees and delegation of tasks at APWA office in Lahore. 

During Conference: 

Program Manager APWA and the Project head of the Conference with her team 

monitored and coordinated for all the events taking place during the conference. 

 

 



    
 
Post- Conference: 

¶ Participant Attendance List to validate the number of participants of the 

conference and also for conference kit distribution.  

Total number of participants = 527 

Total number of kits distributed = 400 

¶ Signed Resolution Flex 

¶ Copy of the Documentary and PSM produced 

¶ Video Coverage of the whole event   

¶ Media coverage in form of clippings and press releases 

Total number of newspapers that reported the event= 12-15 

Total no of media channels that reported the event= 6 

¶ Detailed Conference Report 

Implementation Challenges & Lesson Learned:  

Main implementation challenge was shortage of time. For an event as big as this a 

month should have been allotted for better planning. Other challenges included 

limited availability of funds, coordination with the speakers and finalisation of 

participants due to insufficient time. 

Way Forward: Implementation of the Resolution by formation of the National Peace 

Advocacy Network.  

Submitted By:      Approved By:  

              

__________________       ___________________ 

Dur e Shawar                     Ruhi Sayid  

Program Manager         Chairperson APWA  



    
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    
 

PAKISTAN PEACE ADVOCACY NETWORK (PAN) 

 

Introduction:  

"The people´s choice" a Lazerfeld and Katz 1940 study on political 

communication that was also known as òflow modeló claims that the 

majority of people are influenced by secondhand information and 

opinion  leaders. Therefore strategic influencers are important to 

influence and shape up opinions of all stakeholders regarding 

importance of peace and harmony. They are the policy setters and 

the guiding light. All the stakehold ers respect and trust their word and 

wisdom. They are active minds that have large social networks and 

have a huge impact not only in their arena but outside as well. They 

are the ones who set direction -setting alliances. These infl uencers will 

form a part  of the Pakistan Peace Advocacy Network  (PAN) for 

promoting peace and harmony in the country.  

 

Objectives of the Pakistan Peace Advocacy Network  (PAN): 

× To define and develop policy guidelines for advocating for 

peace and harmony  

× To foster strategic allianc es between different stakeholders who 

are working on peace and harmony  

× To promote awareness amongst the relevant stakeholders 

regarding importance of peace and harmony  

× To develop ôPeace Championsõ who will act as spokespersons 

for creating external buy i n for this network  

× To plan and execute various peace related activities  

× To engage with policy makers and other important stakeholders 

for highlighting the role of women in the peace process  



    
 
× To encourage, coordinate and build capacities of organizations 

working on peace and harmony including civil society  

× To disseminate best practices and lessons learnt with all the 

stakeholders  

 

 

Membership of the Pakistan Peace Advocacy Network:  

An advocacy network will  be built that has representatives from 

different professional groups, civil society organisations, media, political 

party representatives and donor agencies, with different skill mix and 

across different organizational levels. This will help promote syner gy and 

facilitate learning and collaboration when implementing the core 

objectives of the network. A strong advocacy network will enhance 

efficiency and also promote a culture of inclusiveness and teamwork, 

which is integral for the successful implementati on of peace activities 

throughout the country.  

In order to make the network effective it will be important to share new 

information with the network members on a regular basis.Active 

support of APWA will be needed to facilitate the network members in 

takin g time out of their daily activities and performing their role. An 

incentive system focussed on non -pecuniary benefits may also be 

developed to rewardthe advocacy network members.  

Way Forward:  

A detailed consultation and implementation plan needs to be 

dev eloped for highlighting the way forward for the Pakistan Peace 

Advocacy Network (PAN). The Secretariat of the PAN will be the APWA 

offices in all four Provinces while the APWA Punjab office will be the 

centrepoint, from where all the guidelines, material e tc will be 



    
 
developed so that there is homogenous information shared all across 

the country.Other relevant details like membership, staffing, major 

annual activities, funding, coordination mechanisms need to be 

worked out for successful implementation of th e PAN.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    
 

 

MEDIA CLIPPING 
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PRESS RELEASE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    
 

 

 



    
 

 

 

 



    
 

 



    
 

 

 

 

 

 



    
 

 

 



    
 

 

 

 

 



    
 

 

 

 

 

 



    
 

 

 

 



    
 

 

 



    
 

 

 

 

 

 



    
 

Registrations  

 

 



    
 

Proceedings of the conference  

 

 

 



    
 

Speakers on the conference  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  



    
 

Candle Vigi l Ceremony  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    
 

Signature Wall Signing  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    
 

Theatre Performance  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    
 

Flower Arrangement for Peace and 
Harmony  
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