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IAW meeting in Zimbabweða great success 

On the invitation of Womenôs Comfort Corner Foundation, representatives 

of IAW met in Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe November 8ðNovember 16. The 

planning process had met with a number of obstacles. The economy of the 

country worsened considerably after the meeting in Paris, where the decision 

was made to hold the meeting in Zimbabwe. This made it very difficult, not 

to say impossible for our hostess to raise money for the event. Flights from 

most parts of the country proved to be very expensive, and on top of that a 

few members of IAW worried about the security situation in the country. So  

it turned out to be a small meeting, but nevertheless very succesful. 
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Business sessions 

The deliberations of the participants led to important decisions and recom-

mendations to be acted on by the Executive, the Board and the next 

Congress. 

¶ A database will now be finally established, thanks to the efforts and 

generous donations of Louise Deumer. Money has been set aside in the 

budget for the hosting and daily professional management of the data-

base 

¶ Working groups were decided on to look into different aspects of the 

future work of IAW: internal organization, future international initiati-

ves, a strategy for IAW for the future. 

¶  Serious work was done preparing for the next action programme to be 

adopted by Congress in 2017   

¶ We have a new Secretary General, Regina Smit from the Netherlands, 

who will work until Congress  and then decide whether she wants to 

continue 

¶ Signe Vahlun, Denmark, will establish a closed  facebook account for 

young members of IAW. If you wish to join, send her an email at  

signe.vahlun@danskkvindesamfund.dk  

¶ We worked on the revision of the Constitution to be adopted in 2017 

¶  On the occasion of the US elections and the highly worrying campaign 

run by the President-Elect Donald Trump, IAW published a statement  

on the impact of the elections on gender equality 

 

ConferenceðElimination of Violence against Women 

Day 1  

On the first day of the conference we heard interesting speakers: Nyaradziya 

Gumbonzvanda, Goodwill Ambassador for the African Union to End Child 

Marriage. There is a small video on the IAW website, where she talks about 

this issue. Child marriage is not marriage. It is statutory rape and a human 

rights violation. Nyaradziya is always a great inspiration. 

Jessie Fungayi Majome, MP for the opposition, spoke passionately about her 

political work for women and children.  Elisabeth Markham, Executive Di-

rector of Ntengwe for Community Development, spoke about how self-help 

groups in remote villages in Hwange and Binga areas had empowered the 

women, so that they were now a driving development force in their commu-

nities. 

Two men, Reverend Bafana Khumalo of Sonke Gender Justice, South Africa 

and Douglas Musiringofa, United Children of Africa (UNICA) both spoke 

about masculine identities and how it is important to work with men and 

boys to eliminate violence against women and girls. 
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Day 2 

On day 2 of the conference we went on a field trip to the villages, where Eli-

sabeth Markham and her organisation had worked for four years. We were 

given a very warm welcome, and it was a great inspiration to see the women 

speaking with pride and enthusiasm about  how they had developed from 

abject poverty to having their own businesses, which among other things  

meant that they could send their children to school. 

 

After these inspiring hours in the village, we went to Elisabeth Markhamôs 

house for a delicious lunch and interesting conversation.  

The day ended on the Zambezi river, where we saw hippos, elephants, buffa-

los,  ibis, fish eagle etc while the sun was setting. 

 

New members 

A number of young Zimbabweans joined IAW as individual members. 

Hopefully we can engage them in our work or support the work they wish to 

do. 

Chantelle and Pamela (left) are working to eleminate bullying in schools.  

 

The Venue 

The hotel was beautifully situated overlooking the savannah. There was a 

waterhole, where the animals came to drink every day early in the morning 

and around sunset: Elephants, buffalos, vultures, a giraffe, kudus, impalas 

and others. The waterhole was not very big. There is a serious drought in 

Zimbabwe. Everybody is waiting for the rains to come. If they donôt, there 

will be serious hunger in the villages. 

 


