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I. Launch  

The Secretary-General will present the Common Agenda report to the General Assembly at UN 

Headquarters in New York on Friday, 10 September 2021 at 10.00am EST. The event will be 

livestreamed on UN WebTV: https://media.un.org/en/webtv  

Following the presentation, the Secretary-General will engage with the press on the Common 

Agenda as part of his pre-General Assembly press conference.  

II. Common Agenda report 

The Common Agenda report will be launched online on 10 September 2021 at 10.00am EST in 6 

languages at: https://www.un.org/common-agenda-report  

The Common Agenda landing page is live and available in 6 languages at: 

https://www.un.org/common-agenda  

III. Key messages 

Key messages could be used by external partners when speaking to media. They can serve as a 

guide to editorial and content production teams who may tailor the language for their audiences.   

On the 75th anniversary of the UN, Member States pledged to strengthen global governance for 

the sake of present and coming generations. They requested the Secretary-General to report 

back with recommendations to advance our common agenda and to respond to current and 

future challenges.  

• We are at an inflection point in history. The COVID-19 pandemic has served as a 

wake-up call and with the climate crisis now looming, the world is experiencing its 

biggest shared test since the Second World War. 

https://media.un.org/en/webtv
https://www.un.org/common-agenda-report
https://www.un.org/common-agenda
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• Humanity faces a stark and urgent choice: breakdown or breakthrough. The choices 

we make — or fail to make — today could result in further breakdown and a future of 

perpetual crises, or a breakthrough to a better, more sustainable, peaceful future for our 

people and planet.  

• To achieve a breakthrough, we must recognize that humanity’s very future depends 

on solidarity, trust, and our ability to work together as a global family to achieve 

common goals. No community or country, however powerful, can solve its challenges 

alone. We have to find a way to trust and care for one another again. 

• In this time of division, fracture and mistrust, the United Nations is needed more 

than ever. Multilateral action has achieved an enormous amount over the past 75 years, 

from preventing a third world war to eradicating smallpox and mending the hole in the 

ozone layer. Our Common Agenda must be a starting point for ideas and initiatives that 

build on these achievements. 

• Our Common Agenda is an agenda of action, designed to strengthen and accelerate 

multilateral agreements – particularly the 2030 Agenda – and make a tangible 

difference to people’s lives.  

The Secretary-General makes recommendations across four broad areas.   

1. A renewal of the social contract, anchored in human rights, to rebuild trust and 

social cohesion. Much of our global unease is rooted in persistent poverty, hunger, lack 

of access to health care, education and income security, growing inequalities and 

injustices as well as misinformation and lack of confidence in institutions. Key 

recommendations include: 

o Tackling the “infodemic” of misinformation plaguing our world by ending the 

‘war on science’ and introducing a global code of conduct that promotes 

integrity in public information.  

o Addressing tax evasion and aggressive tax avoidance, money-laundering and 

illicit financial flows, through a new joint structure on financial integrity.  

o Reinvigorating our thinking around human rights, including our online lives.  

o Achieving universal social protection coverage, including universal health care, 

concretized at a World Social Summit in 2025. 

o Eradicating violence against women and girls and ensuring their full and equal 

participation, including in emergency response plans and backed by a global 

campaign to eliminate damaging social norms. 

o Correcting blind spots in how we measure progress and prosperity by 

introducing measures that complement the gross national product (GDP), and 

ensure profits do not come at the expense of people and planet. 



 

3 
 

2. A focus on the future, through a deepening of solidarity with the world’s young 

people and future generations. Those that inherit the consequences of the decisions we 

take today are barely represented in decision-making which is heavily weighted towards 

the short term. Key proposals include:  

o Transformative measures on education, skills training and lifelong learning, 

including a Transforming Education Summit in 2022. 

o A Futures Lab to take full advantage of our unprecedented capacity to predict 

and model the impact of policy decisions over time. 

o The appointment of a Special Envoy for Future Generations to serve as a voice 

for the 10.9 billion people expected to be born this century, as well as an 

upgraded UN Youth Office.  

o The repurposing of the Trusteeship Council to make it a deliberative body on 

behalf of succeeding generations. 

o A Declaration on Future Generations 

3. Urgent action to protect and deliver global commons - high seas, the atmosphere, 

Antarctica and outer space - and global public goods – such as peace, economic 

security, and global health. To achieve this, we need a multilateralism that is more 

networked, inclusive and effective. Key recommendations include:  

o Immediate steps for a global vaccination plan for COVID-19 and better 

integration of the global financial system with other decision-making processes 

through a Biennial Summit between the G20, ECOSOC, the Secretary-General 

and heads of international financial institutions. 

o Better preparedness for future global shocks through an Emergency Platform 

that would be triggered automatically in response to large-scale crises. 

o A Summit of the Future to forge a new consensus on the most critical global 

concerns that the international system must protect and deliver– including peace, 

climate action beyond 2030, the digital commons and outer space.  

o A High-level Advisory Board, at the head of State/Government level, to inform 

the Summit of the Future and advance governance in the areas of greatest 

concern.  

4. An upgraded UN that is fit for a new era – one that can offer more relevant, system-

wide, multilateral and multi-stakeholder solutions to the challenges of the 21st 

century. The transformation will be driven by data, innovation, strategic foresight, 

predictive analysis and behavioural science. Key proposals include: 

o Strengthening the UN as a source of reliable data and evidence 
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o Deepening engagement with local and regional governments, civil society, 

parliaments and the private sector. 

 

Select infographics from the report 
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DGC Trello board for social media content in 9 languages (animated and static) for Twitter, 

Instagram and Facebook available at: https://trello.com/b/abS2T2cI/our-common-agenda  

• Social media cards (quotes, key messages, GIFs, images)  

• Video (quotes, key messages, GIFs, images)  

• Handle / identifier  

o @UN  

o @antonioguterres 

 

V. Contact  

Department of Global Communications / Jon Greenway greenway@un.org  

Executive Office of the Secretary-General / Alana Poole alana.poole@un.org 

 

https://trello.com/b/abS2T2cI/our-common-agenda
mailto:greenway@un.org
mailto:alana.poole@un.org

